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          1                       (Whereupon, the proceeding began

          2                       at approximately 11:00 a.m.)

          3             MR. CHAIRMAN:  Good morning, everyone.  Today is

          4   Wednesday, April 10th, 2013.  This is the Sunshine Meeting.

          5             Are there any public comments?

          6             MR. VOIGT:  Stand up, please, and state your name

          7   for the record.

          8             MR. GONZALEZ:  Good morning.  My name is Will

          9   Gonzalez.  I am the executive director of Ceiba and

         10   coordinator with the Latino Voter ID Group.  Good morning.

         11                       (Whereupon, there was a

         12                       collective response.)

         13             MR. GONZALEZ:  I just wanted to reiterate our

         14   interest in working with the Commissioners and helping to

         15   have Spanish speakers and proficient voters receive

         16   interpreters or language assistance on Election Day and

         17   anything related with the elections.

         18             We have met with some of you and we agreed to help

         19   you find interpreters.

         20             We have been in contact with Mr. Dowling.  We

         21   understand that the 27th is going to be some training.  We

         22   would love to receive a description, a job description, and

         23   something, roles and responsibilities of interpreters, so

         24   that we can help with that effort.
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          1             We'd also like to have a closer relationship with

          2   the Commissioners and the office to try to do that

          3   recruitment.

          4             We applaud you for having put out an article in Al

          5   Dia, but we also know that there is TV and radio as well.

          6             We also would love, I reiterated in our meetings

          7   with you, to get a little bit more of an understanding of

          8   the deployment and use of the interpreters and the training

          9   of those interpreters, specifically around the ethics

         10   training and the curriculum that those interpreters

         11   undertake.

         12             So, we're still hoping that we can get that

         13   information sooner rather than later, and look forward to

         14   working with you on that.

         15             MR. CHAIRMAN:  Okay.  Thank you very much.

         16             MR. GONZALEZ:  Thank you.

         17             MR. CHAIRMAN:  Is there any old business?

         18             MR. FERRIS:  I have old business.

         19             We'll do the polling places that were held over.

         20   We'll do that under old business.

         21             MR. CHAIRMAN:  Okay.

         22             MR. FERRIS:  Okay.  So, the first one that we're

         23   going to hear is for the 10th Ward; 7th Division.

         24             The proposal was to move the polling place from
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          1   6700 North Broad Street to 19th and Haines.

          2             And the reason was from the Department of Justice,

          3   handicapped accessibility.

          4             However, the current location, the 6700 North

          5   Broad Street, is now handicapped accessible because the

          6   pastor is letting us use the upstairs room and that's

          7   handicapped accessible.

          8             It takes you right into the facility.

          9             So, I would ask that you deny this petition and

         10   keep it at 6700 North Broad Street.

         11             MR. CHAIRMAN:  Okay.

         12                       (Whereupon, the Commissioners

         13                       sign documents.)

         14             MR. FERRIS:  The next one is for the 50th Ward;

         15   13th Division, moving the polling place from Limekiln Pike

         16   and Upsal Street, the Cedar Park Presbyterian Church, to

         17   7909 Ogontz Avenue, Terry's Barber Shop.

         18             The reason is handicapped accessibility.

         19             And the request is from the Department of Justice.

         20             And there is no opposition to this one.

         21             MR. CHAIRMAN:  Okay.  You are saying approved?

         22             MR. FERRIS:  There's no opposition to that one.

         23             MR. CHAIRMAN:  Okay.

         24             MR. FERRIS:  The next one is for the 50th Ward;
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          1   18th Division, moving the polling place from Bibleway

          2   Baptist Church to the Edmunds School.

          3             The reason is handicapped accessibility.

          4             From the Department of Justice.

          5             The ward leader would like us to use the Lead

          6   School at Mount Pleasant and Wolfston as an alternate

          7   location.

          8             That site is handicapped accessible.

          9             I would like to ask you to deny the original

         10   petition and okay the alternative location for that one.

         11             MR. CHAIRMAN:  There's no opposition?

         12             MR. FERRIS:  No.

         13             The next one is for the 50th Ward; 22nd Division,

         14   moving the polling place from Michener and Wadsworth, the

         15   Wadsworth Library, to the McCloskey School at 8500 Pickering

         16   Street.

         17             The reason is handicapped accessibility.

         18             From the Department of Justice.

         19             The ward leader would also like us to move this to

         20   the Emanuel Rec Center at Provident and Gowen as an

         21   alternate location.

         22             So I would ask you to deny the original petition

         23   and accept the alternate location.

         24             MR. CHAIRMAN:  Um-hum.
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          1             MR. FERRIS:  The next one is the 50th Ward; 25th

          2   Division, moving the polling place from Limekiln Pike and

          3   Upsal, the Cedar Park Presbyterian Church, to 7708 Ogontz

          4   Avenue, the Remnant Church of God.

          5             The reason is handicapped accessibility.

          6             From the Department of Justice.

          7             And there is no opposition to this one.

          8             The next one is 57th Ward; 7th Division.

          9             The ward leader has asked that we -- has asked the

         10   Commissioners to grant him another week to hear this.

         11             They have a site that they're currently working

         12   on, doing out a deal, with management that's closer to the

         13   division.

         14             So he's asked for another week, to come back next

         15   Wednesday, and hear this one next Wednesday if that's okay

         16   with the Commissioners; okay?

         17             MR. CHAIRMAN:  Okay.  That's approved.

         18             MR. FERRIS:  So we'll hold that one until next

         19   week.

         20             The next one is the 59th Ward; 3rd Division,

         21   moving the polling place from 1159 East Chelten Avenue, the

         22   Chestnut Hill Church of God, to Chelten and Ardleigh, the

         23   Lonnie Young Rec Center.

         24             The reason is handicapped accessibility.
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          1             From the Department of Justice.

          2             And there is no opposition to this one.

          3             MR. CHAIRMAN:  Okay.

          4             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  What was the situation with

          5   the alternative entrance?

          6             Was this the one with the -- it's the Chestnut

          7   Hill Church and they said there was a side entrance?

          8             MR. FERRIS:  Last Wednesday the judge of elections

          9   showed up --

         10             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  Okay.

         11             MR. FERRIS:  -- and asked if we could come out and

         12   look at that church because there was another entrance into

         13   the church.

         14             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  Okay.

         15             MR. FERRIS:  My inspector did go out that same

         16   day, checked out the church, and the side is not handicapped

         17   accessible either.

         18             So, there is no accessible entrance into that

         19   church, therefore, it would have to be moved to that current

         20   location.

         21             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  Thank you.

         22             MR. CHAIRMAN:  Okay.

         23             MR. FERRIS:  Okay.  The next one is the 59th Ward;

         24   19th Division, moving the polling place from 41 West
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          1   Rittenhouse Street, the Mount Zion Church, to 68 West

          2   Chelten Avenue, the Coleman Library.

          3             And there is no opposition to this one.

          4             MR. CHAIRMAN:  Okay.

          5             MR. FERRIS:  The next one is the 62nd Ward; 1st

          6   Division, moving the polling place from Torresdale and

          7   Wakeling, the Harding School, to Ditman and Margaret, the

          8   Gambrel Rec Center.

          9             The reason was handicapped accessibility.

         10             From the Department of Justice.

         11             Myself, along with the Deputy Commissioner, has

         12   received several calls about the distance and, also, the

         13   safety of the people walking through the park to get to this

         14   facility.

         15             There is a ramp there.  And the school district

         16   has that on their list as a permanent modification.

         17             So, the ward leaders have asked that you take that

         18   under consideration before you make your decision on this

         19   one.

         20             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  So it is on the list of

         21   polling places that's going to be modified?

         22             MR. FERRIS:  It's actually number one on the list,

         23   the school board's modification list, also.

         24             MR. CHAIRMAN:  We are going to keep, and deny it.
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          1             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  Agree.

          2             MR. CHAIRMAN:  Okay.  So we're keeping it at the

          3   location it is and it will be made handicapped accessible.

          4             MR. FERRIS:  So it will stay at the Harding School

          5   at Torresdale and Wakeling.

          6             MR. CHAIRMAN:  Okay.

          7             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  And this isn't one of the

          8   schools that's on the --

          9             MR. FERRIS:  Right now it's not a school that is

         10   marked to be closed or become a charter, so...

         11             Okay.  Those are the only changes that I have for

         12   today.

         13             There will be approximately seven polling place

         14   changes held on the 17th.  I sent you all a package

         15   yesterday.  That will be held here at 11:00 during the

         16   regular meeting because we don't expect too much opposition

         17   on those because the request is from ward leaders mainly.

         18             Other than that, we are working on the refusals

         19   that we have, making sure that we have backups for some of

         20   the refusals, the polling places that have refused.

         21             There are two more schools that we just found out

         22   that the school board wants to close this week, and also two

         23   more that will become charters.

         24             So we'll have to add that to our list in the
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          1   summer to work on to try to find alternate locations or to

          2   find out if there is any charter schools going to take over

          3   some public schools and possibly get into them and working

          4   with the person at the charters that we work with, also.

          5             That's all I have.

          6             MR. CHAIRMAN:  Okay.  Well, thank you very much.

          7             MR. FERRIS:  Thank you.

          8             MR. CHAIRMAN:  Gary, always a good job.

          9             MR. FERRIS:  Thank you.

         10             MR. CHAIRMAN:  We're going to move on.

         11             Joe Lynch.

         12             MR. LYNCH:  Good morning, Commissioners.

         13             MR. CHAIRMAN:  Good morning.

         14             MR. LYNCH:  Just a footnote, we received the

         15   Watcher Certificates yesterday, so the watchers are in if

         16   anybody wants to make a request.  We can actually start

         17   writing them.

         18             Central Dupe called me today and said 40 cases of

         19   our absentee ballot envelopes are revised, ones that are

         20   done.  So we have to send somebody to pick them up.

         21             The ballot itself is actually -- I mean, the

         22   database is done.  We just need you guys to approve the

         23   ballot to see if you like the look of it or whatever.

         24             And once we do that Gary will start drawing the
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          1   ballot faces, which is very tedious.  It takes awhile to do.

          2             I'll show you this ballot after the meeting if you

          3   want.  You could look at it, approve it.  If you sign off on

          4   it we could move forward.

          5             By doing that Rich and I are going to start doing

          6   a logic and accuracy test on the absentee ballots since

          7   we're starting today.  We'll work on that.

          8             The warehouse -- I mine as well tell you what

          9   John's doing now because it's tied in with what I'm doing,

         10   too.  The warehouse right now is doing a split test.  They

         11   should be done that today.

         12             Once they give us the split test back we'll read

         13   it into the system, make sure that everything works along

         14   with my absentee test.

         15             Once that's done we'll read that into the system

         16   so it is all one test.

         17             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  And John's back now; right?

         18             MR. LYNCH:  John's back.  He came back today.

         19             MR. CHAIRMAN:  That's good.

         20             MR. LYNCH:  Yeah.

         21             And then once we get -- like I said, once you guys

         22   approve this we can move forward.

         23             Hopefully by next week, the end of next week, we

         24   can, maybe -- I was thinking around -- actually, around the
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          1   19th we can get to the warehouse and start plotting ballots

          2   and they can start hanging them.  They can start doing the

          3   cartridges and all that.

          4             They're also -- the warehouse is also finish

          5   putting paper rolls into the machine.

          6             And that's about it.

          7             Once you guys approve this ballot, if you approve

          8   it, we'll have the button numbers available for you so that

          9   you can give them out if anybody calls you for button

         10   numbers, so...

         11             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  So, Joe, at this point if a

         12   candidate files a nomination petition to withdraw or

         13   withdraw to the Court of Common Pleas, they notify us, and

         14   we sticker --

         15             MR. LYNCH:  We would sticker over their name, yes.

         16             MR. VOIGT:  Commissioners --

         17             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  Yes, sir.

         18             MR. VOIGT:  -- for your information, the withdraw

         19   deadline for voluntary withdraw has passed.

         20             The process now requires any candidate who wishes

         21   to withdraw their petition in court, the appropriate court,

         22   in this case the Commonwealth Court, the Secretary's Office

         23   has been notified by me, that it is now too late to remove a

         24   candidate physically from the ballot.  After consulting with
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          1   Joe and members of the staff, it is now too late to do a

          2   physical removal.  The means of removing a candidate now is

          3   stickering.

          4             As we move forward, that process will end

          5   approximately a week before the machines are delivered.

          6             And at that point the remedy remaining to us

          7   legally will be, not removal, not sticker, it's not count.

          8   The only remedy will be not counting that candidate.

          9             MR. CHAIRMAN:  Right.

         10             MR. VOIGT:  The name will then have to remain on

         11   the ballot.

         12             The Secretary's Office has been notified of that.

         13             They talked to Commonwealth Court and advised

         14   Commonwealth Court when those petitions were filed as to

         15   what remedy remain.

         16             And I spoke this morning to Justice Mathis and

         17   informed her that we had been advised, that there was

         18   another candidate who wished to file withdraw petition

         19   today, and that if that petition were granted by the court

         20   the remedy would be stickering.

         21             So, they're conversing with that, and Commonwealth

         22   Court has been advised of the status of that.

         23             MR. CHAIRMAN:  Okay.  Joe, was that it?

         24             MR. LYNCH:  That's it for the warehouse.
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          1             I mine as well jump to Greg, too, while I'm at it.

          2             MR. CHAIRMAN:  Okay.  Great.

          3             MR. LYNCH:  Right now, as of today, we have 11,850

          4   paper registrations that were processed.  And there's 350

          5   that still have to be processed yet.

          6             And there is his report from Greg.

          7                       (Whereupon, documents submitted

          8                       to Commission.)

          9             MR. LYNCH:  And that's it.

         10             MR. CHAIRMAN:  Okay.  We're going to move right

         11   along.

         12             MR. LYNCH:  You can go to Tim Dowling, I guess.

         13             MR. CHAIRMAN:  Tim Dowling.

         14             MR. DOWLING:  Okay.  As of this morning we've sent

         15   1,957 civilian overseas and military ballots out.

         16             MR. CHAIRMAN:  Okay.

         17             MR. DOWLING:  We're still working on the rest.

         18   Hopefully, it will be completed and in the mail by the end

         19   of the week.

         20             The other issue is bilingual interpreters, as Mr.

         21   Gonzalez mentioned at the beginning of the meeting.

         22             April 27th, which is a Saturday, will be our

         23   training and assessment and refresher training for all

         24   bilingual interpreters.
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          1             Mr. Gonzalez was asking about getting copies of

          2   the work product of how we train people.

          3             That is a work product of the Health Federation of

          4   Philadelphia.  That is not a work product of the City

          5   Commissioners' Office, and I don't have the right to give

          6   that out without their permission.

          7             The training is for new people, as he stated.

          8             Al Dia did an article regarding our bilingual

          9   interpreter recruitment.  And off of that article already we

         10   received 25 new bilingual interpreters who are going to be

         11   coming to have their language skills assessed.  They'll sit

         12   in on the training, which takes about an hour.  And then

         13   once that's done we'll have 25 new certified bilingual

         14   interpreters that we can assign on Election Day.

         15             And we are still getting responses from our notice

         16   that we sent out to all of our bilingual interpreters that

         17   we do each year, you know, advising them that they can come

         18   for refresher training.  Or the people who haven't be

         19   certified they can come have their skills assessed and be

         20   certified, also.

         21             MR. CHAIRMAN:  Right.

         22             MR. DOWLING:  And that will be taking place here

         23   at Delaware and Spring Garden on the sixth floor on April

         24   27th.
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          1             Anybody that's coming to that training must

          2   contact our office so that we can assign them a time.  We

          3   can't have everybody showing up at one time.

          4             MR. CHAIRMAN:  Right.

          5             MR. DOWLING:  And that's it.

          6             MR. CHAIRMAN:  Okay.  Is there any new business?

          7             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  I have none.

          8             MR. CHAIRMAN:  Oh, Miss Penny Murchison.

          9             MS. MURCHISON:  Good morning, Commissioners.

         10             MR. CHAIRMAN:  Good morning, Penny.

         11             MS. MURCHISON:  Last week we were at Finletter

         12   Elementary.  Our turnout was 123 board members that attended

         13   the classes.  This week we're at Masterman.

         14             And we're getting a slow turnout.  I don't know

         15   what's going on this election.  But that's normally one of

         16   our heavier turnout schools.

         17             And downstairs I have the permanent employees

         18   filing the 2012 Primary Election material, and the temps are

         19   putting the general material in alphabetical order.

         20             That's what's going on.

         21             That's it.

         22             MR. CHAIRMAN:  Okay.  Well, thank you.

         23             MS. MURCHISON:  You're welcome.

         24             MR. CHAIRMAN:  Okay.  This meeting is adjourned to

FF



                                                                       17

          1   the call of the Chair.

          2             Thank you, everyone, for coming.

          3                       (Whereupon, the proceeding was

          4                       adjourned at approximately 11:30

          5                       a.m.)
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          1                  C E R T I F I C A T E

          2   

          3             I, RENÉE HELMAR, a Shorthand Reporter, and

          4   Notary, Public, certify that the foregoing is a true

          5   and accurate transcript of the proceedings which

          6   were held at the time, place and on the date herein

          7   before set forth.

          8             I further certify that I am neither

          9   attorney, nor counsel for, nor related to or

         10   employed by, any of the parties to the action in

         11   which these proceedings were taken, and further that

         12   I am not a relative or employee of any attorney or

         13   counsel employed in this action, nor am I

         14   financially interested in this case.
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         19                                     Renée Helmar

         20                                     Shorthand Reporter
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